Name: Phil Wormuth, RSU 24 Adult Education
Class type: ELA





Student level (by CCR): Level E
Lesson topic: Effective Questioning
	Description of a CCR-aligned formative assessment

	1. What is the purpose of the lesson?

What do you want students to understand or be able to do by the end of this lesson? What are the real-life purposes that make this topic relevant to students? Which CCR standard(s) (at the level) are you focusing on?

Desired Student Outcomes:

Students will identify and ask reflective, conceptual, and factual questions.

Students will respond appropriately to questions formulated by their peers.

Students will reflect on the relevance of their questions and the accuracy of their responses.

Real-life Application: Students develop skills in analyzing, inferring, restating, and summarizing. Effective questioning stimulates students to refine their understanding and make accurate/informed inferences (essential skills for the life-long learner.)

CCR Reading Standard: Anchor 4-E: “Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.” 

	2. How will teacher and students know progress or success when they see it?

What can you and they look for to know if students are learning the standard? 

What can you (and they) look for to know if students can apply the standard to carry out real purposes? 
Students ask and answer meaningful and relevant questions pertaining to the text. Students quantify their responses with specific evidence from the text. Students ask both broad and narrow questions to elicit understanding on a variety of different cognitive levels.

· Students can ask/answer questions at various levels of difficulty. 
· Students can ask questions that probe and elicit expanded thinking and processing of information, resulting in deeper learning. 

· Students will identify, ask, and answer reflective, conceptual, and factual questions related to a text with 90% accuracy.

· Students will demonstrate the ability to classify reflective, conceptual, and factual questions based on specific criteria. 
· Students will cite specific textual evidence to support their responses. 
· Students will rephrase their questions (when appropriate) so they are worded more effectively.

	3. What kind of tool/process would capture evidence of understanding or performance? 

Is this knowledge that might be demonstrated by a quiz, discussion, Q&A, etc.? Is this a skill to be performed and assessed with a checklist or rubric? Is the tool/process usable as part of or immediately following instruction? 
Students complete a self-evaluation checklist, followed by a narrative reflection. The instructor completes a rubric designed to rate the quality of student-generated questions (based on how focused, detailed, and engaging they are.)

	4. How would you use the tool/process?

How would you involve students in creating or understanding the tool/process? 
Reinforce student responses that lack detail/ are inaccurate or unclear by responding with probing questions. State the relevance of a student’s response to the topic. Use a student’s answer to a question as a link to some part of the topic framework in order to increase interaction/participation. 

How would you use the information gleaned from the tool to give feedback to students? 
Adjust the level and intensity of instruction based on student responses to the self-evaluation/narrative reflection and group discussion and give feedback accordingly. 


FILL THE QUESTION JAR ACTIVITY
SKILL BASE: Questioning to Construct Meaning

STRATEGY: Students will formulate reflective, conceptual, and factual questions prior to reading a text (pre-reading strategy.) Students will construct responses to questions generated by their peers, supporting them with direct evidence from the text (to be completed during the reading activity.)

CCR STANDARD: Reading Anchor 4-E 

RATIONALE: A good reader of fiction or non-fiction continually asks him/herself reflective, conceptual, and factual questions in order to better understand the material. These questions help the reader construct meaning. 
· Reflective questions… require people to examine their existing knowledge or information before giving a thoughtful response, for example: “Why did you vote for him in the past election?”

· Conceptual questions… require people to perceive, imagine, predict, hypothesize, and conclude. Example: “Who do you think will win in the upcoming presidential election?”

· Factual questions… require people to focus on details and facts rather than interpreting or reacting. Example: “How many candidates are running for president in the upcoming election?”

STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Based on the criteria above, formulate a reflective, conceptual, or factual question in anticipation of 
your reading.

2. Write your question on the appropriately labelled graphic organizer (supplied by your instructor), 
initial, and place in jar.

3. Students will randomly choose a graphic organizer containing your question from the jar to respond 
to.

4. As students read and discuss the text, they will note significant facts and details that support clear 
and informed answers to the questions they have been assigned. 

5. Upon completion of the text, students will share answers to the questions they were assigned with 
the group. 

6. (Debrief) Students will reflect on the relevance of their questions and the accuracy of their responses. In addition, they will complete a self-evaluation to assess their level of participation.

SELF-EVALUATION:

	Yes
	No
	

	
	
	I listened carefully as the teacher modeled the activity

	
	
	As I completed my reading, I mentally asked myself questions that might help me better understand the reading

	
	
	I wrote down questions of my own and placed them in the jar

	
	
	I helped answer questions from the jar

	
	
	I used the questions from the jar and related answers to help me in the final class discussion


REFLECTION:

How did the questions I asked increase my understanding of the meaning of the text? 

How can I vary the type of questions I ask in the future to elicit optimal responses?

TEACHER RUBRIC: ASKING EFFECTIVE QUESTIONS

	    
	Sophisticated

Understanding
	Extended

Understanding
	Basic

Understanding
	Partial

Understanding

	Student asks questions that would likely encourage a response that is…
	□ highly focused

□ explicit

□ highly engaging


	□ focused

□ detailed

□ moderately engaging
	□ on-topic

□ sufficient

□ minimally engaging
	□ off-topic

□ insufficient

□ unengaging


TEACHER COMMENTS:

	


