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One Way to do this in the Classroom:

• Post the problem on large pieces of 
newsprint around the room.
– Sylvia and Dana
– Sylvia and Mario
– Mario and Dana
– All three

• Students divide into groups and add 
statements to sheets. 

• After everyone has added to all sheets, 
gallery walk.



LEVEL 4



In this workshop, you will:

1. Consider some of the merits of 
interdisciplinary learning.

2. Learn the interdisciplinary nature of 
some math and ELA practices (derived 
from the CCR standards).

3. See modeled and experiment with 
lesson activities that simultaneously build 
math and language skills.



It helps students develop 
the ability to transfer skills 
and knowledge: 
• How can I solve this?
• Practice recognizing  

patterns.
• Experience success 

using strategies.

Why an Interdisciplinary Approach?



“I Wish I Knew It Is Not Magic” 
by Connie Rivera

p. 54 of the “Math”
issue of The Change Agent

It’s Not Magic



Math Practice
1. Make sense of 
problems and 
persevere in solving 
them.

ELA Practice
1. Be able to grapple 
with increasingly 
complex texts.

Interdisciplinary Nature of Standards



Math Practice
2. Construct viable 
arguments and 
critique the reasoning 
of others.

ELA Practice
2. Point to evidence 
in texts to support 
arguments and use 
evidence in your 
own writing to make 
arguments.

Interdisciplinary Nature of Standards



Math Practice
3. Attend to precision.

ELA Practice
3. Punctuation, 
capitalization, 
spelling, paragraph 
indents, margins, 
etc.

Interdisciplinary Nature of Standards



Math Practice
4. Use appropriate 
tools strategically 
(paper, pencil, 
calculator, ruler, 
protractor, 
spreadsheet, etc.)

ELA Practice
4. Use appropriate 
tools strategically 
(dictionary, grammar 
check, spell check, 
Internet search, 
feedback from 
others)

Interdisciplinary Nature of Standards





Math Practice
1. Make sense of 
problem & persevere in 
solving it.
2. Construct viable 
arguments and critique 
the reasoning of others.
3. Attend to precision.

4. Use appropriate tools 
strategically 

ELA Practice
1. Grapple with 
increasingly complex 
text.
2. Point to evidence in 
texts to support 
arguments and use 
evidence in writing.
3. Be precise. Write 
clearly with proper 
mechanics, etc.
4. Use appropriate 
tools strategically 







After you read…

1 . How did Mustafa arrive at the total of $14,000 to 
start the poultry farm? Which of the expenses were 
one-time expenses and which are repeating?

2. How much money does he earn from the farm in 
five months? How much does it cost him to run the 
farm for five months? … Make a spreadsheet to 
show your work.

3. What reasonable changes could he make to 
bring in more revenue in less time? Show the 
changes in your spreadsheet.



Excel spreadsheet + other worksheets (in Word) are 
available to download and adapt at

changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/



In the grid above, each square is equal to one square yard. What is the total 
square yardage? How did you figure it out? How could you design the space 
given the dimensions of Mustafa’s indoor chicken coop and outdoor yard?

A full-page copy of this grid available to download at:
changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/



This and 
other 

solutions 
available 

on our 
website.

changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/



Write a letter to Mustafa







Math Practice
1. Make sense of 
problem & persevere in 
solving it.
2. Construct viable 
arguments and critique 
the reasoning of others.
3. Attend to precision.

4. Use appropriate tools 
strategically 

ELA Practice
1. Grapple with 
increasingly complex 
text.
2. Point to evidence in 
texts and use 
evidence in writing.
3. Be precise. Write 
clearly with proper 
mechanics, etc.
4. Use appropriate 
tools strategically 



Online access is FREE…
…if you are in a state-
funded program in New 
England. Contact me to 
find out how to get access.

Online access is $20 per year…
…if you live outside New England. Visit 
our website to find out more about 
subscribing.

changeagent.nelrc.org



Thank you!
Questions?
Contact Cynthia Peters cpeters@worlded.org or 
Andy Nash, andy_nash@worlded.org

For more information, visit
https://nelrc.org/PD/

A link to a recording and slides of this webinar will 
be sent to you and will be archived at 
https://nelrc.org/resources/.

Please complete the very short webinar evaluation 
that pops up at the end.

mailto:cpeters@worlded.org
mailto:andy_nash@worlded.org
https://nelrc.org/PD/
https://nelrc.org/resources/
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