
The Census 

The United States government conducts a census 
every ten years, as required by the Constitution. A 
census is a count of all the people in an area. The U.S. 
Census is supposed to count all people living in the 
United States. Collecting information from every 
person in a country is a massive amount of work. The 2010 Census cost about $12 billion 
(12,000,000,000 dollars)! More than 600,000 people worked for U.S. Census Bureau when it 
collected population data in 2010.  

1) Have you ever participated in the U.S. Census or another census? Do you know other 
people who have? 

The History of the Census 

The first nationwide census in the United States was in 1790, three years after the U.S. 
Constitution was completed. This was about a year after George Washington became president. 
The first census identified people who were considered white and counted them separately 
from people who were considered non-white. 

2) Do you think the first U.S. Census counted all people? Which groups of people do you 
think were counted? Put checkmarks next to these groups. 

❏ Black women 

❏ Black men 

❏ Native American women 

❏ Native American men 

❏ White women 

❏ White men 

3) Some people were counted in the first census, but were not allowed to vote. Put 
checkmarks next to groups who you think were allowed to vote in 1790. 

❏ Black women 

❏ Black men 

❏ Native American women 

❏ Native American men 

❏ White women 

❏ White men 
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Look at the count from the 1790 census below.  

 
Categories:

Free white Males of 16 years and upwards, 
including heads of families. 

Free white Males under sixteen years. 

Free white Females, including heads of families. 

All other free persons. 

Slaves. 

Total.

4) What do you notice?  
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5) What was the approximate total United States population in 1790?

A. Four hundred thousand 

B. Four million 

C. Forty million 

D. Four hundred million

6) The total population number for Delaware of 59,094 was incorrect because of an 
adding error made at the time of the census. What was the actual total population? 

State 

Free white 
males of 16 
years and 
upward 

Free white 
males under 

16 years 

Free white 
females, 
including 
heads of 
families 

All other free 
persons Slaves Total 

Delaware 11,783 12,143 22,384 3,899 8,887  
 

7) Which three states had the highest total population? 

8) Why do you think there are only 16 states listed in the table instead of 50? 

9) “All other free persons” referred to free African-Americans and Native Americans not 
living on a reservation. Which state had the lowest number of “other free persons?” 
Why do you think this number was so low? 

10) Which states had the lowest number of enslaved people? 

11) Which states had the highest number of enslaved people?  
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